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Birdsall, Jeanne  THE PENDERWICKS         

From School Library Journal 

Starred Review. Grade 4-6 -This enjoyable tale of four sisters, a new 

friend, and his snooty mother is rollicking fun. The girls' father is a 

gentle, widowed botany professor who gives his daughters free reign 

but is always there to support or comfort them. Rosalind, 12, has 

become the mother figure. Skye, 11, is fierce and hot-tempered. 

Jane, 10, is a budding writer of mysteries who has the disconcerting 

habit of narrating aloud whatever is occurring around her. Batty, 

four, is an endearingly shy, loving child who always wears butterfly 

wings. The family dog, Hound, is her protector. The tale begins as 

the Penderwicks embark on a summer holiday in the Berkshire 

Mountains, at a cottage on the grounds of a posh mansion owned by the terribly snobbish Mrs. 

Tifton. Her son, Jeffrey, is a brilliant pianist, but her heart is set on him attending a military 

academy like her beloved father. The action involves Rosalind's unrequited love for the 18-year-

old gardener, Skye's enmity and then friendship with Jeffrey, Jane's improvement in her 

melodramatic writing style, and Batty's encounter with an angry bull whom she rather hopefully 

calls "nice horsie."  

 

 

  

Curtis, Christopher Paul     BUD, NOT BUDDY 
  
Guided only by a flier for one of Calloway's shows--a small, blue poster 

that had mysteriously upset his mother shortly before she died--Bud sets 

off to track down his supposed dad, a man he's never laid eyes on. And, 

being 10, Bud-not-Buddy gets into all sorts of trouble along the way, 

barely escaping a monster-infested woodshed, stealing a vampire's car, and 

even getting tricked into "busting slob with a real live girl." Christopher 

Paul Curtis, , once again exhibits his skill for capturing the language and 

feel of an era and creates an authentic, touching, often hilarious voice in 

little Bud. (Ages 8 to 12) 

  

 
 

 
 
 



Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds      SHILOH 
Amazon.com 

When 11-year-old Marty Preston chances upon a mistreated beagle pup in 

his hometown of Friendly, West Virginia, he is not prepared for the ethical 

questions he has to face. Should he return the dog to its owner, only to have 

the animal abused again? Should he tell his parents? Should he steal food to 

help the poor creature? Marty's efforts to cope with these questions provides 

the moral backbone for this story, which is presented in a language and 

manner that will be understood by third- and fourth-grade readers. The heart 

and beauty of this 1992 Newbery Medal winner lies in lessons children will 

take away with them. 

 

 

Selznick, Brian 

THE INVENTION OF HUGO CABRET  
From School Library Journal  

Grade 4-6-Orphan, clock keeper, and thief, Hugo lives in the walls of a busy 

Paris train station, where his survival depends on secrets and anonymity. But 

when his world suddenly interlocks with an eccentric, bookish girl and a bitter 

old man who runs a toy booth in the station, Hugo's undercover life, and his 

most precious secret, are put in jeopardy. A cryptic drawing, a treasured 

notebook, a stolen key, a mechanical man, and a hidden message from Hugo's 

dead father form the backbone of this intricate, tender, and spellbinding 

mystery.  

   

Gutman, Dan   THE HOMEWORK MACHINE 
From School Library Journal 

Grade 4-6-Fifth-grader Brenton is a computer genius, but the other three members of 

his work group think he's a nerd. So, when he tells them that he has invented a 

machine that does homework, they taunt him until he agrees to demonstrate. The 

machine actually works, and Kelsey, Sam, and Judy convince him to let them use it. 

At first, they are delighted with their freedom, but things quickly get out of hand. 

Their teacher is suspicious of the suddenly errorless work, and other friends resent the 

time that they spend together. The dynamics within the group are stressful as well. 

Judy, a talented student, feels guilty about cheating, but is pressured to excel. Kelsey 

is concerned that her friends will shun her for associating with nerds, but her improved grades 

earn privileges at home. Wisecracking Sam makes fun of Brenton but needs his help in playing 

chess by mail with his dad, who is serving in Iraq. The children gradually begin to bond, 

especially after Sam's father is killed in combat. Eventually, their secret causes conflict with the 

law. The story is told entirely through short excerpts from police interviews. This device shows 

the developing relationships through the kids' own observations. There are touches of humor in 

the way the four classmates talk about themselves and one another. Ominous hints about the 

legal trouble maintain tension throughout the story, but its exact nature isn't revealed until near 

the end. A dramatic and thought-provoking story with a strong message about honesty and 

friendship 

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/subst/lists/awards/newbery.html/$%7b0%7d

