
SUMMER READING LIST  

Going into Fourth Grade 
  

 DiCamillo, Kate   THE MIRACULOUS 
JOURNEY OF    EDWARD TULANE 
From School Library Journal 

Starred Review. Grade 3-6–This achingly beautiful story shows a true master 

of writing at her very best. Edward Tulane is an exceedingly vain, cold-

hearted china rabbit owned by 10-year-old Abilene Tulane, who dearly loves 

him. Her grandmother relates a fairy tale about a princess who never felt 

love; she then whispers to Edward that he disappoints her. His path to 

redemption begins when he falls overboard during the familys ocean journey. 

Follow his many adventures. 

  

Clements, Andrew   ROOM ONE      
From School Library Journal 

Grade 4-6–Red Prairie Learning Center has only 10 students and is facing 

possible closing unless more families move to the small Nebraska town. 

Ted, the only sixth grader, loves mysteries, so when he sees a girl's face at 

the window of a supposedly abandoned farmhouse, he decides to 

investigate. He meets April, who tells him that ever since her dad died in 

Iraq, someone has been stalking their family. She and her mother and 

younger brother were heading for a relative's place out west when their car 

broke down. Now they are stranded and are worried about who might be 

following them. Ted pledges not to turn the family in and agrees to bring 

them food and supplies. In all the mystery stories that he has read, young detectives don't need 

interfering grown-ups. However, this is real life, and he begins to wonder if he can handle the 

situation on his own. 

 

Coville, Bruce   JEREMY THATCHER, 

DRAGON HATCHER 
From School Library Journal 

Grade 5-7-- In this entertaining fantasy readers will soon realize that things are 

not always as they seem. Jeremy Thatcher is plagued with all of the problems 

of a 12-year-old plus a few extra. He is pursued by Mary Lou Hutton, whom he 

detests, and is constantly put down by his art teacher for reasons he does not 

understand. One afternoon, in an effort to escape Mary Lou, Jeremy runs 

through alleys, side streets, and byways and finds himself in a part of town he 

has never seen before. He enters a small magic shop where he purchases a strange egg. A dragon 

that only Jeremy and Mary Lou can see enters the picture.  

 



  

 

 

Amato, Mary    THE WORD EATER 
From School Library Journal 

Grade 4-6-The book opens with the turn of a page on the Bookworm's 

Desk Calendar, heralding the birth of a seemingly ordinary worm. But 

this is no common creature, for readers soon learn that he has a 

voracious appetite for the written word. It is sixth-grade Lerner 

Chanse who discovers that when Fip eats a word, that object 

disappears-forever. Lerner is having a hard time finding her place in 

her new school. She doesn't want any part of the MPOOE club (Most 

Powerful Ones on Earth), nor does she want to belong to the only 

other group-the SLUGS (Sorry Losers Under Ground). In a series of clever, if far-fetched events, 

she daringly uses Fip's power to turn the tide on the MPOOEs. 

 

 

  

Dahl, Roald  MATILDA or BFG   
Classic children's tale by the author of "James and the Giant Peach." 

Who put Superglue in Dad's hat? Was it really a ghost that made Mom 

tear out of the house? Matilda is a genius with idiot parents--and she's 

having a great time driving them crazy. But at school things are 

different. At school there's Miss Trunchbull, two hundred menacing 

pounds of kid-hating headmistress. Get rid of The Trunchbull and 

Matilda will be a school hero. But that would take a superhuman 

genius, wouldn't it?  

  

  
  

  

  

  

  
  

 
  

 
  

 


